112,   30TH SEPTEMBER
The All-India Congress Committee after a full debate fixed
30th September as the final date for completing the boycott of
foreign cloth. The choice lay between 30th September and 30th
October. The argument advanced in favour of September was,
that if boycott could be completed in October, it should be pos-
sible in September- It must be confessed that we have failed in
fulfilling our resolution. Much work has certainly been done.
Khadi has become much more popular and even fashionable. In
many places the quality has also improved. There are certainly
many more spinning-wheels working, many new looms have been
made, and in the ordinary course the progress made would be
considered satisfactory. But as a war measure the record is alto-
gether small.
After all the success of the movement depends upon the con-
sumer. The importer has certainly helped. But the consumer has
been satisfied with a partial boycott. He has given up his cap
chiefly. Some have parted with their vests but very few with their
dhotars1. The consumers have not helped manufacture to an appre-
ciable degree. Manufacture of yarn has been confined to the poor.
The consumer has not realized the necessity of a complete change.
He has not visualized the new life we must lead under swaraj. It is
not by temporizing we shall succeed. A complete transformation
is a necessity of the case.
At the same time I saw in Bengal as well as Madras that the
desire was there. Most people were hopeful, and said that with
a little more time they would be able to organize manufacture
without difficulty. In the matter of swadeshi the women presen-
ted greater difficulty. They could not reconcile themselves to the
change so readily as men. But it is the overcoming of these diffi-
culties that would give us courage, hope, stamina and above all
knowledge of the true condition of India. Swadeshi means a real
industrial revival and consequent disappearance of grinding and
growing pauperism in the land. And when we have found our-
selves able to become self-contained without state aid regarding
our cloth supply and have solved what had appeared to be an in-
soluble problem for the poverty of India, we shall have confi-
dence in our ability to manage our own affairs,
1 Dhoti